STATE OF CALI FORNI A
CALI FORNI A REG ONAL WATER QUALI TY CONTROL BOARD,
LOS ANGELES REG ON

CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ORDER NO. 98-018

REQUI RI NG AMERI CAN GOLF CORPORATIQON, CASTLE & COOK, COUNTY
SANI TATI ON DI STRI CTS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, AND MOUNTAI NGATE OPEN
SPACE NMAI NTENANCE ASSOCI ATI ON, TO CLEANUP AND ABATE THE POLLUTI ON
CAUSED BY WASTES RELEASED AT THE M SSI ON CANYON NO. 6 LANDFI LL

(File No. 60-116)

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angel es
Regi on finds:

1.

The M ssion Canyon #6 Landfill site is located at 1901
North Sepul veda Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, in
Section 31, TINRISW S.B.B. & M

The County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, the
sole operator of the landfill, conducted landfilling
operations from 1971 through 1978, on land |eased from
Barcl ay Hol | ander Corporation. Approximately nine mllion
tons of nonhazardous solid waste were disposed of in
M ssi on Canyon #6 Landfill (together with M ssion Canyon #7
Landfill) under the provisions of waste discharge
requirements (Resolution No. 60-73) prescribed by this
Regi onal Board on Decenber 8, 1960. These waste discharge
requirements covered successive landfill operations in
seven parallel canyons, Mssion Canyons 1 through 7, as
well as in the main M ssion Canyon.

Current | andowners of the site, which is |ocated on Parcels
4493- 035- 004 and 4493-035-003 of the County of Los Angeles
Assessor's Parcel Maps, include American Colf Corporation
("Lot 11"), Castle & Cook (formerly Barclay Holl ander
Corporation), and the Muntaingate Open Space Maintenance
Association ("Lot 12"). American Golf Corporation owns the

top deck and upper slopes of the landfill, which is now
operated as the Mountaingate Country C ub; Cook & Castle
own the flat lot located at the toe of the landfill, which
is leased to GSF Energy who operates the Mountaingate
Landfill Gas Recovery Facility; Mountaingate Qpen Space
Mai nt enance Association, a local honmeowner's association,
owns the upslope areas of the landfill which is used for

irrigated open space.

The landfill is situated in an east-facing canyon tributary
to Sepulveda Canyon, and is underlain by nonwaterbearing
rocks. Groundwater is present in canyon alluvium and in

weathered and fractured bedrock. Both surface and
subsurface drainage from the landfill enters Sepulveda
Canyon and eventually flows southward into the Santa Mbnica
Groundwat er Basi n. Beneficial wuses of the Santa Mbnica

G oundwat er Basi n i ncl ude muni ci pal , donesti c, and



10.

agricultural supply, and industrial process and service
suppl y.

M ssion Canyon #6 Landfill was inspected on February 24,
1998, by Regional Board staff in conjunction with staff of
the Gty of Los Angeles Environmental Affairs Departnent.
The inspection focused primarily on the maintenance of the
landfill cover and drainage controls, and any possible
impact the landfill may have or wll have on groundwater
and surface water quality.

During the February 24, 1998, inspection, Regional Board
staff observed slunping of the benches, broken downdrains,
nunerous rills, and cracking and saturation of the |andfil
cover materials. Numerous seeps were observed. A gully, 10-
feet deep in areas, and 12-feet w de, bisects the landfill
and conveys surface runoff and seep waters down the face of
the landfill. Some waste fill is exposed. A nudslide was
observed at the toe of the landfill caused during recent
storms, further eroding the gully and threatening the
operation of the GSF Energy's Mountaingate Landfill Gas
Recovery Facility.

Anmbi ent air nonitoring perforned by the City of Los Angeles
Environmental Affairs Departnment staff has detected the

pervasive presence of landfill gas above State regulatory
standards in gas probes |ocated around the perineter of the
landfill. The odor of landfill gas was present during the

February 24, 1998, inspection.

Groundwater nmonitoring wells downgradient of the site
indicate the presence of benzene, chl or obenzene,
di chl or obenzenes, 1, 1- di chl or oet hane, 1, 2-di chl or oet hane
trans-1, 2-di chl oroet hyl ene, cis-1,2-dichlororethylene, 1,2-
di chl or opr opane, et hyl benzene, nmet hyl ene chl ori de,
toluene, trichloroethylene, and vinyl <chloride, in the
groundwater. Sonme of these pollutants were detected in
concentrations which exceed the State Departnment of Health
Servi ces' Maxi mum Cont am nant Levels (MCLs).

The M ssion Canyon #6 Landfill underdrain discharges water,
without a National Pollutant D scharge Elimnation System
(NPDES) Pernit, to the storm drain system located in
Sepul veda Canyon. Benzene, chl or obenzene,
di chl or obenzenes, 1, 1-di chl or oet hane, 1, 2-di chl or oet hane,
trans-1, 2-di chl oroet hyl ene, cis-1,2-dichlororethylene, 1,2-
di chl or opr opane, et hyl benzene, met hyl ene chl ori de,
perchl oroet hyl ene, toluene, trichloroethylene, and vinyl
chloride were detected in this water. Sone of these
pollutants were detected in concentrations which exceed the
State Departnment of Health Services' Maxi num Contam nant
Level s (MCLs).

The release of waste constituents from this landfill may
have caused, or threatens to cause, a condition of



11.

12.

13.

pol lution and nuisance to the groundwaters below, and the

surface waters adjacent to, the landfill site.

The erosion and slunping observed at the landfill has
affected the integrity of the cover and drai nage systens,
permtting infiltration of precipitation that will increase

| eachate and gas generation, exacerbate groundwater and
surface water pollution, and pernit the uncontrolled escape
of landfill gases.

Section 13304 of the California Water Code states, in part,
t hat :

"Any person... who has caused or pernitted... any waste to
be discharged or deposited where it is, or probably will be
di scharged into the waters of the State and creates, or
threatens to create, a condition of pollution or nuisance
shal |l upon order of the Regional Board clean up such waste
or abate the effects thereof or, in case of threatened
pol lution or nui sance, take other renedial action.”

This enforcenent action is being taken for the protection
of the environnent and as such is exenpt from the
provisions of the California Environnental Quality Act
(Public Resources Code, Section 21000. et. seq.) pursuant
to Title 14, Section 15321 of the California Code of
Regul ati ons.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED t hat pursuant to the California Water Code,
Section 13304, Anmerican CGolf Corporation, Castle & Cook, County
Sanitation Districts of Los Angel es County, and Mountai ngate Open
Space Mai ntenance Association, individually or collectively shal
conply with the foll ow ng:

1

By March 31, 1998, submt to the Regional Board for
Executive Oficer approval, an energency plan, tenmporary in
scope, to stabilize the slopes, drainage and cover at the
[ andfill to prevent infiltration of water into the
| andfill, contact of surface waters with waste fill, and
failure of sl opes.

By April 30, 1998, file an application with appropriate
fees with this Regional Board for an NPDES Permt to
di scharge the underdrain water to surface waters.

By May 31, 1998, submit to the Regional Board for Executive
Oficer approval , an engineered plan for long-term
stabilization of I andfill sl opes, adequate drainage
controls, and cover mai ntenance at the landfill

By May 31, 1998, submit to the Regional Board for Executive

O ficer approval, a site characterization study workplan
whi ch describes, in detail, groundwater and surface water
i nvestigations that are capable of deternmining 1) the full
| at er al and verti cal ext ent of t he gr oundwat er

contam nation emanating from the landfill, 2) |I|eachate



m gration pathways, and 3) any inpact the landfill may have
on surface waters.

| npl ement the approved site characterization study by July
1, 1998, or 30 days after receipt of witten approval by
the Executive Oficer, whichever is later. A final report

detailing the analytical results and conclusions of the
site characterization study shall be subnmitted to this
Regi onal Board for the Executive Oficer's approval no
| ater than 120 days after inplenmentation of the study.

By Novenber 1, 1998, subnit a renedial cleanup plan, based
upon the results of the site characterization study, to the
Regi onal Board for Executive Oficer's approval. The plan
shall outline the nature and extent of proposed neasures to
cl eanup groundwater and surface waters inpacted by the
landfill. The plan shall also include a tine schedule,
acceptable to the Executive Oficer, for inplenmenting the
cl eanup program

All investigations, studies, and plans nust be devel oped
and/or conducted by, or under the direct supervision of, a
qualified California Regi st ered Geol ogi st Certified
Engi neeri ng Geol ogi st, or Registered Civil Engineer.

This Oder in no way linmits the authority of the Regional
Board, as contained in the California Wter Code, to
require additional investigations and cl eanups pertinent to
this project. This Order may be revised by the Executive
O ficer as additional information from the project becones
avai | abl e.

Failure to conmply with the terns and conditions of this
Oder may result in inposition of civil liability against
the dischargers, individually or collectively, either by
the Regional Board or judicially by the Superior Court, in
accordance with Section 13350 et. seq., of the California
Water Code and/or referral to the Attorney General of the
State of California for such legal action as he nay deem
appropri at e.

DENNI S A DI CKERSON

DATE

Executive Oficer



